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I picked this book on recommendation by my darkroom teacher and I loved it!Henry Horenstein

covers everything you need to know in order to make good quality black and white pictures from

start to finish and well beyond just pressing the button. He discusses how to use different cameras

and films that you might come across as well as different types of lenses and their pro's and con's.

His discussion of exposures and appertures is very informative and beautifully illustrated with lots of

examples. The sections on film and print developping are filled with numerous practical tips and

step-by-step guides I found enormously useful - so much that after reading them I was able to set

up a darkroom by myself on a minimum budget (and avoided buying a separate darkroom book

altogether). The section on using multigrade filters was particularly good. The last few sections deal

with toning and some creative effect and are just opening the door to unconventional photographic

methods. (The goal of the author was deffinitely not to review all creative movements in

photography which is another book by itself.)The book is printed on heavy paper and all illustations

(black and white of course) are of excellent quality. There are numerous examples of beautiful

photographs with a short explanation of how they were made.Overall, I was enormously satisfied

with the book and find it to be an excellent B&W photography textbook. The book is very complete

and full of important facts and tips of the "wish someone told me that" type. It is very exhaustive in

covering the basics but goes well beyond the bare minimum. Despite my previous experience, I

learned an awful lot by this book and now I am even more inspired by B&W photography and more

confident in the darkroom.
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